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Senate 
The Senate met at 12 noon and was 

called to order by the President pro 
tempore (Mr. HATCH). 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 
Gracious God, Ruler of all nature, 

Your strong right hand continues to 
sustain us. 

Lord, remind our lawmakers of their 
accountability to You. Provide them 
with such a passion to please You that 
they will maintain a conscience void of 
offense toward You and humanity. In 
the flurry of legislative activities, may 
they not forget those on life’s margins. 

Lord, guide our Senators to perform 
those actions that bring the greatest 
glory to Your Name. Remind them of 
that Golden Rule, which states: What 
you don’t want done to you don’t do to 
someone else. May integrity and hon-
esty protect them as they put their 
hope in You. 

We pray in Your great Name. Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The President pro tempore led the 
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
MORAN). Under the previous order, the 
leadership time is reserved. 

f 

CONCLUSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning 
business is closed. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will pro-
ceed to executive session to resume 
consideration of the Rao nomination, 
which the clerk will report. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read the nomination of Neomi Rao, of 
the District of Columbia, to be Admin-
istrator of the Office of Information 
and Regulatory Affairs, Office of Man-
agement and Budget. 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY LEADER 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-

jority leader is recognized. 
HEALTHCARE LEGISLATION 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, yes-
terday, Senate Republicans gathered 
down at the White House for another 
discussion on the way forward on 
healthcare. We had a productive con-
versation. I appreciate the administra-
tion’s engagement, and I look forward 
to more discussions in the days that lie 
ahead. 

We will continue working so that we 
can bring legislation to the floor for 
debate and, ultimately, a vote. We 
know that we cannot afford to delay on 
this issue. We have to get this done for 
the American people. That is a senti-
ment that is widely shared in our con-
ference, and I think I speak for every-
one in acknowledging, once again, that 
the ObamaCare status quo is unaccept-
able and that it simply cannot con-
tinue. 

ObamaCare has caused premiums to 
increase by an average of 105 percent in 
the vast majority of States on the Fed-
eral exchange. Next year, premiums 
will again increase across the coun-
try—by as much as 43 percent in Iowa, 
59 percent in Maryland, and 80 percent 
in New Mexico. 

ObamaCare has led to 70 percent of 
our counties having little or no choice 
of insurance on the exchange this year. 
Next year, dozens of counties are pro-

jected to have no choice at all, which 
could leave thousands trapped, forced 
by law to purchase ObamaCare insur-
ance but left without the means to do 
so. Seven years after Democrats forced 
ObamaCare on our country, these are 
the painful realities for countless fami-
lies across our country. 

It is unfortunate that our Demo-
cratic colleagues have refused to work 
with us in a serious way to comprehen-
sively address ObamaCare’s failures in 
the 7 years since they passed it. I re-
gret that they continue to demonstrate 
an unserious attitude about all of this 
today, but it is increasingly clear that 
ObamaCare’s negative trends will only 
get worse, hurting even more Ameri-
cans all along the way, unless we act. 
This should not be acceptable to any-
one. 

Sitting on the sidelines and accept-
ing the status quo will not bring help 
to anyone’s constituents. We have the 
opportunity to provide relief to those 
struggling families, and we should take 
it. Senators will have more opportuni-
ties to offer their thoughts as we work 
toward an agreement, and every Mem-
ber will have the ability to engage in a 
robust debate out here on the Senate 
floor. 

But, if one thing is clear, it is this: 
ObamaCare is a direct assault on the 
middle class. It is getting worse, and 
we have to act to finally move beyond 
its failures. 

I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, the Sen-
ate will be going home this week for 
the Fourth of July recess, and most of 
us will be back in our homes with our 
families and in our hometowns and 
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